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~t n it nt @ ttl t t .~ o f t I\ c '(l c uqd c a iut !' O' ~ 11 i t a t , 
NATWX.\L <HU:.\T PlUORY 01'' C.\.XAlJ.\. 

J.'o Th• (;,.,.,,, U/ficP1·.~, a11<f 0.tficPr.<. 1'/i• (/,.,,111 ('01111ci1, 

(I fill T/,,, 1?11d11,,,11 1•,.,.,.,.1tf111·s 1!f l/11> ,., """"' l'1·fc"1'-
10,.,·e:J 1111de1· J'/,,,, (,' r••flf l'1·iu1'!/ <i/ (,',,um la. 

Yun· E)llNE~T A'>D E'11KF.XT .fH.\TllF.s :-

On•wF. OJ' THI:: BuE.\T PnroR, 

L\P1t.\11rn:, P1t0,·rs1 r: oF Qu1mF.<', :?.:rn APHtL. lsi/, 

Tlw priutcd 1n·ocr<•cli11g:; of th<' "Pt-cial '· ConYPnt Hcmeml" lwhl iu London on the 8th of Dl'ermlJt'I' 
}a,,t. nncl rct·1•hccl in C'n11:11h at a late· cl:tt<., cout:ti.Hiug n ~1·ries of 1·e,.,olntion;.,, as un·vi,e a~ the.r ar<' cldri11wntal to lltl' 1i 0 ,t 
iutel'l':-ls of the TPmplin· 01·Jpr in tht• Brith.h Ernl'irP, nnil to the Jll'O•l'lel'ity of the nreat P1·iory of Cana•l11 ")IO,t' 
interests 111111 wishes nppcar to h:1\·c been alto~(·ther lo•t si~ht of, requiring, in my opinion. imme1li:1te adinu on the p trt 
of the 'l'«ti.:phn'h of C:t11ncla; and a:; tinw clid not :1tl111i of callill~ 11 lllP<•tiug of tlw <:reat Pl'iory. OI' l11m1l~· of cowmlt
iug with tlw ( 'ouncil; l did not lwsiti1tP i11 at ouee fol'w1ml111g 11 1wote~t lo H. R. 11. 'I'hl' Grand )fa1-tcr :ig11i11st the 

le!.{alit~· of I hi' }'l"Ol'<'l'clinw•. with the lwpt>, that n" the U1· .. ,1t Prior:· of It-eland ha<l 11J,.10 Put~re l a 1n·otl':;~. H. R lligh
ne ... , \\Oniel 11ot :!i\'C th1• \\l'i~ht of hi:-1 nntho1;ty to their t·on1irlll:ltion. 'fht' uu\·tu·~ iu~ confidence pl11cc1l in me hy the 

Ternphu- of the Do111i11ion Ie.n-iug 110 1lnnl1t in my lllintl th;tt this pt·orupt action on rn~- part in tlu•ir ueh:1lf. in I\ Cf1-e 
of "0 g11.·.1t e111Prgern:y, will have theil' nc.1uit-~ceuc.:> awl nl'proYal. .\ C'opy of the prvll''t i::. here\\ ith snltioined. nml I 
abo un1"ich·r it ad\·is;1hle to offe1· the following remarkH li)l· h"'ueml information. 

Tl1t• tli cus:;ionH which took pl11e<• 11t "C'onn·nt Grneml" clearly shmv that a c<•1·tain po1·tion of the :-:\it· Knii.:hh iu 
;;onw of tltP Engfr .. h provim•p,-, uot n mnjority of the Onlt-r, but ahlu frolll their position to act t<>:..::•'t her. are c11 l 11rke l 
in a l'••tl'Q'..!11\dc com""· \\ ith but little re!pnl to the hi,,tory of the 01·tlc·1· to which th .. y he long, and al'" l1Cnt upon mu loin~ 
all that tlu• <'owrni,,..io11r-11:1 of tl1c Fuited 011lers h;1el lahouretl to t-tl'ect, 1111el had eftix-tP1l ><o well. It must Le hornc iu mi1al 
that tl111 :-;tatutes of .. (\nl\ ent Cene1<d '' \\ ei·e origiunlly fmme.l 1111cl1 1· 1lirect ,,.ml'lion of the two i11tl<'p(•utlt-nt I :1 .. 11111 

Priories of England imcl Irelautl, Cnn11tla l\fterw:u·clH joi11i11g the league, sul1jeet to them. It is cl<'tll' hy the 3r<l ;;1:ctio1t 
of the .A11do-Hil .. ·1·niau t 'om entiou, tit tan~- oo&titutioiml t\lteration -h•ntltl he 11a,..,e<l iu the sevt•r·1l (:rt-at Priori1•,., l1e

fore hd11z i>nbruitt~d to " ( 'ouvent UeuPml." 
"t 'ouvt>nt Gel\t•ml .. ueing a cnnfole1·ation of I h·1•11t l'riories, it i~ not compclt'nt for one ll•\tionalitr. like F.11gl:111tl, 

tl1at h:t)l!'Cll:; to po-;se~s, from excel'tional c.m-;es, :t clianc · rn·~o:·it~· in any p:trticulitr m1•t>ting of " ( 'on1 ent Geneml," to 
ha\'e the power to alter tht- most fn11tlatnl'nt;1J rnle,; of' tltP Confetlemtion, and bind the other nationillities witl1011t their 
C0l1,,t!llt, 

The uction of the 111·omoter:-; of thi,, ,,-chi:;m is trntmuonnt to atkuowle<lciin~ thnt they look upon thcm,,eh-e,, 11~ :m 
imitati\c Ordl·r merely. 1~1s~l ou a sp;tt-m that has rn·ither histm·y nor antiquity to 1·ccommen1l it. Tht- prefix ot the 
word '' \Iasonic," on wliid1 they J;1y so much stt·ess, is iucon·Pct. and was ahirnJonccl ut>e;\u&e it w11>1 1;nt true, an•I. if 
true, s11p1>dl11ous. The ~oeiety is ha'll'cl 011 J<'rec Maso1tt·y so far thal not.P arc admittNl \mt such 111; ttt·e '' i\fuson,.,," ancl 
the prdh j,, uot fonncl in thl' EngJi,,Ji l 'h.1rtPr of the Duke of Kmt of thr 10th April, li-107, lmt was au illegal introduc
tion, "ithont :my authority, wheu tlll' High Uracie:; pas••'<l to another jurkliction in UH~. 

Tiu• prl•scnt title mul nomeucht111·1· of the Or.lt•r wa-. the con<·ctinn of ignomnt 1·1T01-s, fully :uul cl1•arly l..onu• out. 
b~- Jti,toril .1l evitlcnre that connot I.It' eo11t1·overtccl. ant! which sht:ws tl1nt the propt•r d1--ignation of till' olli..:er prt-... idiug 

over tlll' Onler;; of thl' 'I'Pmplu1·s for e11eh n11 tion is llmt of "G1·ancl 01· Great Prior." The orgirnizlltiou of the (•:1rly 
Onk•r in J<:uglaud os 1·<•spects control of' lhP mernh<'ls 1tncl mmmgement of t-;;tntes \\:1s thrt-efelli, yjz : -ht. Tlw "I 'hicf 
or (;1a1ul Prior" in Lo11<l<•n: 2nd. ·• Snh-.P1·ior:;,'' wlto 111<111aged th<' gn•<ll l':statc,;; of the Order "'-hrn J>riorial Hou~' lia1l 
been t'l'l'Ctetl: and. :1r.l. "Preceptors," \\ho were at till' head of e,.,tahJi,.Jmwub for thu ~lll't>rTi,,iou of s111aller t-statt-' mul 

farms. Tht'tiC i;maller mlminit.;tratious \\'(•l'<' cullt-.l '' Prl'C:l'ptories," al!Cl fo1· thi,., rea,.,on : the C'ommb,ions, or )fo11clalt-s, 
clirPctNl l1y the "l\TaHte1· of the Tt'ruplt•" lo the ollicPr >It the ht-ad of the;,e estahlishnwnts, were callc1l •• P1·ecepts," from 
the conrnwucement of thl'lll. "P1·1t>1·1j1i1111•.•," "we enjoin or tlirect;" nncl the !(night" to whom tlwy were a1lth·<',sl'1l, 
were Htylccl •' l'rrti:PJiforf'.<1 1' mpli," 01· "Prt-ceptors of the Teniple :" an1l the cli:;trich •l•lrniuistered hy them "Prm'Pj!/Ql'ilf," 

or '· Prt'l'cpt01·ies." l11·r1• is hi.-t-Oric.1! e\'idence th.1t tht> proprr dt!,ignatiou of the lowl'4 org,mi?.1..'<l ho lies of Kni~hb1 
Teuiplar was .Preceptorit·s, nnll their chil'f officer Prec:Pt•tm'. 
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The term, "Commandery,'' i1111l tlw title, '"Cmnllla.uder." \\ere DC\"t>r u"ed by the Templars, 11lthough. siugnlarly 
<'nongli., tl1e ot"lct· of 8t. J olrn of J en\s:tl<'m (or ~Ltlln,) use1l both "Commarnlt>r" 01· " Preceptor" i111lifferently fo1· the 
sUllW officer: HO doubt tht·it• fir,t title for hea•Js of ltou;.,l'>; W,b, "('<1mmawJt>r," lmt 11f((>1• t'CllUing into posst'~SiOJI of large 
portious of till' T .. mplar pt·operty, nltl't' the outwa1·1l ~nppre,;-ion ot' tl1c 'f1·mphr Ordrr, tl1•'Y atlopt1·d, in <\ measure, tht> 
T1•wpl!lr naute, nnrl l'alkd tl1eir chief of hon-..e,;. -..omntimes, "P1·p..:•ptot'." ;\l nther time,, "l' lllllll rn1IL'r." .\ltho11~h there 

i'l thu:-; :-;omc 1·t'ason for tlw i\laJt;t Onll'r u»ing tlw tern1, '' P}'('CPJ•lor ., or '' l'rcct>ptory,'' tliere is noue. whaterer, f.,r the 
T1·111plar order 11si11g the· tp1·m, '· Co111m1111th:r" m· " Co1unhrn1l<'l'_\'." 

As to th•• tt>rm ... Enca1Up111e111," 1.f l'Our ... t• 1111y one kuO\\S whar au 1·t1l'<llllJ>llWnt, proper!:·. i~. .\11 arn1.\ iu the 

ilE'1'1 may, a111l often doe,,, fo1·111 nn t·11camprnent: lint'' h~ a mil it 1ry mou:t:;tic bo1ly, suclt ''" the K11i:,:hh Templ H' WPt'C, 

th1 dling in ti"''' l places of al 101lP, ;;houl1 I P\ er l1a\'I' ter111t·d tht>ir 1·•·sitl1•ncP::. 01· phcPs uf llll'l'l ing, '· Enc.t 111111nem'," pa..,~es 

compt·ehcn«ion. In fad, t lwy 11ev•·r 1li11. Tltc 11~c of the ti-rm is allog<'th1·r at 1·a1·i,1nec 11 ith history, lo,.ric, 01· t·ommon 
i:.e1N·; hnt w11s. H•l .lon!Jt, mlopte1l, wltcn tl:c () 1dt>I' w=1-. first at tnthed to Frl'<' .:\fa~Olll'.', 1,,1 sornP 1110 lcrn mu«'a•l Pspi1~rnt, 

for Clth-alry ''ho lookPll 1tpo11.thr. 1111mc a~ nppropriu.te fo1· a wilil.tlry bo lJ. Rhi•le, th• Kui!!l1ls wet<' nc,·cr 111.11le in 
the tield but t·umweratctl in Uh:tpte1· of the l'reccptory, or tlwi1· Chapel. 'L bat is. thl' ( 'l••l}'tPr uwt in a ( 'iiapel. 

TJ11 .. twn 1l<•-:iguatit111S of "f'n11::1t.ulilt>" :Hlll ":-ir ll'llhal" art> \'\H'j p1·op<'J'iy giY•'ll tu ti1P h1·0 d1i1.f milita1-y otlic~rs 
o>' 1\ p:·e.::>pur:-, 1111 lat'<' lll'l •h m 1rl' 11pprnpri:1t:! th·u1 thti-u til'tir,.;t a111l s~C'on 1 ( '.1pU1ins wl1id1 ]nYe 11'> dtintlric si0nitil' ttion, 

whate\ er. These httPt' title-. al'e, io f11ct. Ulodc1·n and Lad uu l'.:-~ogniu 1 cxistenc" 11 military titl<'" at tl1c < 'rn,·ulP:.:. 

Tlw "C'oui;lalilo" was 1111dm1tly, ]"U'tic11l:ll'ly in F1n11e", e,· 11(/icio, the C.1111uiawler-in·< 'hi• f. un l •1· rhL• ~u,·crei:.:11, of all 
tlu• t11ilit:1ry p11Wl't' of tlw :-\tate. 'T'll<' '' .;\lat·;;lull" \\<l" a militn-y olli..:er 11ht in 1-.1uk lo th•" Const 1hl .," 

'' ;-\1111-~lm~hal" w:is \'Pr~· }'l'Opl'rly s11bstil11tt>1l for that of "Expe1·,." Tlw latt.er 11 l•1'1l, lieiuc: i11 both .Fn·11ch aud 

En:.:Ji,h all rnljccti\ c. cmrnot ,,tawl nl•Jlll' "ith :my 111·opriety It i' UO\\'. hO\\.C\ er, usu ii , • to d<>~ignatt! a pe1'lio11 who is 
:skillul in s•rnw pn-tiruLn· lmrnch of )fcch rnic" or _\rt'-, but,. th 1t it wa<; a K11i~htlr or \l ilita•·,v title i~ sirnply ali-1ml. • 

. "Eq111•1Ty," stricl l,1 spPaking, ir. a Jl''n<o11 who has tlw ('arc 11f hori!to::>, but, i11:1 ... 11111(·h 11:-; t'.1e olliccr d,•siguate.l hy 
t11i:> title', sta11 lo; ao; a :;c11ti11"l \\'ilho:tt the eutn•w • t.J th• l'rcci.'ptory, t.hu t ·rm, '' g11·n'.) " h:t:; 111} ·n mnch mow• propedy 

1mlHi tnt1 .. J. 
I kn, thus explainc1l the 111c:111ing" of tl1c ti.tl .. ~ ;;ougl1c, t<> Le ahr g'tted, <ll11l the prompt tep~ l 1kc11, in th" 

i11t•·l'e,t of 0111' ( :,.t>at I'1·iory. to uphold the Constitution of Co11Y1·nt (fo11e1~1l, as we rc1·dn-·l 1mrl l\C<'PJ>te•l it. 

nm, Y"r~ l-:1doe11t nu<l Bmiucnt F1i1fres, 

Fnitl1fnlly awl fr.itcrn·illy your,., 

V. D. + :-;,A. 

'.' W. ,J. R. 11..1.CLEOD .\IOORE, Ci. l'. '1'., 

c::J- 1'111 (.'i1'1';11/i1,• fl) /,~ ,.,, 1·! ;,, Op " l',·,,e•11'01·i•,,, ,,,,,/ copi#~, 
if 1'Njllil'1Jd, jiu1tii;/11•tf (O .a/l 1111 ml11:1'8 qf f/11 01'flet. 

lloul l'ri.01· r~f f'<rua,/a. 
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~l nit c tl © t tl t t ~ of the ~ t m 1~ t t a tttl ~ o ~ t> it n t, 
X ~TIOX.\L CIU:.\T PRIORY OF <'AXADA. 

r. 

~rut.e st. 
To Jhs 1:11\ \L Hlt.H'-P'" Tm l'RJ'\oT. op \\'u ••, K. IT, .\:1., &<: .. Tltl: ~I11~'T E\ll"J:'."T \'\D "l l'lff\IJ: (;f:Y\I• "brF.r. Ol' Tlil' t•,1rr.n 

I: t'r ua11t-., "11 ~I 11.1T •HY Or.ut:R' o!I T11F. TDU'U. \~I> OJI" ST •• Joli> 1w .h RI-, \I.DI, J' \Lt~ r 1 '- l', llnoDFs, ''JI \f U.T\. 

Jlc111 it 1if•11•1 y11111· Ttu1111l Jliu/11 ... •-< :-

Tiu: ".\a'.1111.al lh.,·1t l'ri11ry ••I ( ';111a•h, c1·cctc11 lllhh•1 Pat.cut iu cou111li llli:'e with tlie \lcmori.11 of the 'rt·mpl:u'l:I 
of the llommiou of l'imn•ln, ,]e,;n-, "U;tJ, kui.)1tly hom:i,.:o 111101 okcp lo~11lty, to pre-cut then· tinn awl uuqu.aiitie.I l'role•l 11g1iu,t 
the action of ( '•mn·ut f:em rai nt it• :-1 ci~l ~letting on the ~th of n,.:cmhcr lru;t, iu <'"' r.1i11 111ntt<:1-. "hich 1 .. u t loc det:me•l of ,;taJ 
import.met: in rclatio11 l•1 tho ( "•1i-titntinn of the Briti,lt ( lr11cr of the Tempi,., n111l they fou111l tl!l.1 r Pr,,tc .. t 011 t lie foll'"' iu,! gro1111d~ : 

IHt. Tk1t iu their ~l cuiori 11, <e.•ki11;.: h ''" ct•ccte1l into :I .\ati•m'tl nr.· .. t l'l'iury, it W,\S •tltl•1l, 11i!.h al l li<lelil,\, that thl' (' llll°colcra
tion of tltt: Tcmplar n,,,]ics u! the .c.1111oi1' llll•h I oue l :on uiu;, Brnl~' tlio ,, I 0011\ tilt l T<·n .. r.ll, .. ha•l he(;ll II .1tch1.!•l will1 tl1t• lti:,:hl''t 
interest lty the Tcull'hri< of the D.11111111011 of (':IU'.l•ln, ' ho, accq•tin'.!' th thuu cxi-1iu,; I 'on8titation of "('(11l'rent ( :cne1. l" 1\3 

tl.:ttrm niug the title, U<>mcnclntnr<'. awl all <>ther fa111lamental rc<1uir~meuts <•f till' Or lcn, m,:ht for, 1111<1 \\ere nee •nlcol a national 
curolmcnt in the conie•Jrr, ti •LI. 

2wl. Thnt the then c\.iHting ( '011.;titnti1111 of the " ('oil\ t·at ( :cucral," \\ hich they ~o nccepk1l in joining lhe t'11nfc•lcmtiou, \\llll 1111c 
franH"l with •lue anol maturc •ll'liheratio11 011 lti,torical arnl r.1tio11al gromi·l~, :111•1 wa>< not a"c1•pk•l It~· thl' 'rt'111plar~ of C:111a•li< "1th01ut 
like con.siol r.ltinu, [antl <'\"Cll th. -·1rre1Hl r, iu s 1 ne re~po,·ts, of i•n,•nnccfre l 'ic\\, nn.l attwl1111011h}, and they nuJic.,ibtiu~ly 11ro11onn~c 
• uy 1 ro]N>sition to t.uoper \\ ith th· same, \\ ithout like full r.011•iclerati•>n n111l •ld11Jeratio11 on the l'art oi e.'ICh nn•l c\·cry of the 1,rea:; 

Pnon fonuiu= the ( 'onfo lcratinn. to 1 c 1llo.·e11l 1111>l contrary to C\ ery rule nlfoctmg the lc_'l•l 1tio11 of IJonfL~lcrnte ntJtlic·-. 

:11-.l. That their l'atc11t nt dcctinn into" .\,1tlounl <lrent l'riury H•t oul~ J,in,Js them t" uplJ.,J•l ~nch cxi~ting 101! tituti•m ni "I (•l\Yent 

(~cuaal,' lint i.,"1,-e, thc111 n1tiou:il rights i-11-1• 111 tl with t110 ,,f tlw other 11 tion.ilihe$, awl, fnr l"""t amou:; lltt'llt, tlu· rig-ht of a I 01iec~~-~-~ 
iu an_} chan.;c iu th" f1111olanu:mt.1l J:iw, • f tltc s:ii•l e:xi,tiug l'o11stituti<•11. 

4th. That :ictin_ 11111111el1 o·xi,cin,; l.'011·t1tuti11n they hll\'t: frnme<l, a<luJ•tetl, aucl pr,,nml..(ateol their ~atiounl "t:1tut<;.;, l>:iSe<l nu the 
rules aid ~11actmcut,, 11111! a•lt•l'tiJJg the title anol nome11l'l"h1re therein ~unt;linct!, :incl they are not prcparcol, nor are tliC'y lcg:uly 
rcquin:tl t11 •1ccept, hut, 1111 tht: contr .. ry, thl'y aru hotuul entirely to rc1nuliatc cl11111geR i·cspccting which they h:1\·c h:l1l Ho opportunity of 
<')1')11'eKsiug au opinion, a111l \\ liich arc c!ircctly opposed to, ancl c11tirdy snlll'crsiv1• of the Raio! cxil!tiug ('oustitution of "f'om·cnt ( :ctll.'l'ill '' 
u111kr whieh th('y WI.'!'<' (·Hrullo"I iu the ( 'onfl'<lcratiou. 

:Ith. '11iat whibt thu• rcccmliug their l'r11tcst a.;;ainst 'llCh change, a-.,crting their un1lo11hte1l right,, a..:, a :.'\atiou'\l 1;n•ai l'riury, :iu•l 
Yic\\ iug thu 1•rnp0Fe<I cha11g1:- <\' illegal, 1111co11.stitutional, n1111 in no "isi. hin•ltu~ on thew, th•-y further rcconl their <lelihe1-;itc opinion 
that Hll ·h t\tnp.!riug '>ith the Constitution iK !'aleulate•l to ~hake conthlcm-c, cwate clonhl, 1\ncl he iollowe•l liy cou.>eq1wm:es mo't 
<l isastrou" t11 the aoh.,mc~111cut, the unity, :mol the best interest~ of the Orc\c1·. 

Tin: X.\TTO'\.\L (do:H PHIOll\" or l' •".\U.I. tl1ero:iorf.', with the Ye1·y hi,.:hcst 
rc,1>ed, 11lacc th ill, their Prote:.t, in the ha11<lli of their HnY.1.L .\.~II :\Jo,·1• 

£'11'f.' r \'\l> :-:rP!lt:\lJ: (~U.\'oU 31.\~Tnl. 

Tm·,., l>U'\E in the 11a111e of the Xntwu ,J I ;!'tat Priory u( { 'anaoln, at L:q1rniric 
in the Prm·incc of Qneht'l', Dominion of l'a11·ula, this l!lth chy of .:'.farch, I bii. 

i W .. J. B. )L\( 'LE<>D JlOORE, G. C.1'. 
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